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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is response to Applicant's communications filed on 
08/31/2001. 

2. Claims 1-21 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent No. 5,870,746 issued to Knutson et al. (hereinafter Knutson) in view of US 
Patent No. 6,539,371 issued to Bleizeffer et al. (hereinafter Bleizeffer). 

With respect to claim 1 , Knutson a first generator, operably linked through a first 
interface to one or more associated first type components, which invokes at least one 
first type component to generate a report element of a first type (text generation, the first 
generator, from data within the report generation subsysyem via a tool for creating 
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reports which employs a GUI: col. 6, lines 62-67, col. 7, lines 1-10; also see figs 6-12; 
also col. 15, lines 63-65). 

and wherein said first and second generators each invoke at least one 
component in response to processing first and second type included component 
sections that respectively identify the at least one first and second type components to 
be invoked (the report generator of the DAI subsystem received the data and when a 
user's analyst is used to select definition or elements in the system. Report generator 
makes a metadata report to return the set of segments and the additional information to 
guide the report generator having a selection of a choice for a graph to be produced: 
col. 15, lines 62-67 and col. 16, lines 1-54). 

Knutson teaches the creation of reports from the Graphical User Interface from 
which the report generator received data from DAI system and generates output that it 
may specify such as text, graphs or tables as appropriate output. That is, the report 
generation has a selection of choice for creating of graph (col. 16, lines 40-50). Knutson 
does not explicitly teach a second generator, operably linked through a second interface 
to one or more associated second type components, which invokes at least one second 
type component to generate a report element of a second type. 

However, Bleizeffer teaches graph generator generating graphic report format via 
Graphical User Interface (GUI) and report creator (col. 6, lines 61-67 and col. 7, lines 1- 
38; also see fig. 3 and fig. 5). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Knutson with the 
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teachings of Bleizeffer so as to obtain the graph generator generating the desired 
graphic format report via GUI. The motivation being to allow user to made decisions 
based on the generating a report. 

With respect to claim 2, Knutson teaches wherein the invoked at least one first 
and second type components acquire data from a collected data record and generate 
the report elements based on said acquired data (the relational database including a 
plurality of records from which the report generator retrieved data record and generated 
an output report format: col. 5, lines 32-38 and col. 6, lines 1 1-15). 

With respect to claim 3, Knutson teaches wherein the collected data record is 
associated with the first and second type included component sections (text and 
graphics or tables and graphs: col. 6, lines 1 1-1 5). 

With respect to claim 4, Knutson teaches wherein the generated report elements 
are adapted to be combined with a report template file that is associated with the 
collected data record (using the template in order to specify the creation of a graphic 
report: col. 16, lines 38-50). 

With respect to claim 5, Knutson teaches wherein the report template file 
includes at least one of at least one constant information section, at least one first type 
information field and at least one second type information field wherein the at least one 
first type and at least one second type information fields receive the generated at least 
one first and second type report elements (in display area containing a list of 
information, analysts within a selected folder and Time Interval field are constant 
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information section and options of generating of report: col. 17, lines 32-67 and col. 18, 
lines 1-56). 

With respect to claim 6, Knutson teaches wherein the one or more first type 
components generate one of graph elements, text elements, and table elements (col. 5, 
lines 12-18 and lines 58-64, col. 6, lines 11-15 and col. 16, lines 8-12). 

With respect to claim 7, Knutson teaches wherein the one or more second type 
components generate one of text elements, graph elements, and table elements (col. 5, 
lines 12-18 and lines 58-64, col. 6, lines 11-15 and col. 16, lines 8-12). 

With respect to claim 8, Knutson teaches a third generator operably linked 
through a third interface to one or more associated third type components, which 
invokes at least one third type component to generate a report element of a third type 
(see figs 6-12 and col. 5, lines 12-18 and lines 58-64, col. 6, lines 11-15 ). 

With respect to claim 9, Knutson teaches wherein the one or more third type 
elements generate one of: text elements; graph elements; and table elements (col. 5, 
lines 12-18 and lines 58-64, col. 6, lines 11-15 and col. 16, lines 8-12). 

With respect to claim 10, Knutson discloses a system as discussed in claim 1 . 

Knutson teaches the creation of reports from the Graphical User Interface from 
which the report generator received data from DAI system and generates output that it 
may specify such as text, graphs or tables as appropriate output. Knutson does not 
explicitly teach wherein the system is implemented by a memory storage device having 
executable instructions. 
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However, Bleizeffer teaches processor for executing instructions and a memory 
device having thereon modules of operational data and executable code for execution 
by the processor (col. 3, lines 1-4 and col. 4, lines 47-62; also see fig. 1 and abstract). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Knutson with the 
teachings of Bleizeffer so as to obtain the executable code storing in several memory 
devices and a graph generator generating the desired graphic format report via GUI. 
The motivation being to allow user to made decisions based on the generating a report. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Knutson teaches wherein the first and second included 
component sections are contained in a common included components record (the 
relational database including a plurality of records from which the report generator 
retrieved data record and generated an output report format: col. 5, lines 32-38 and col. 
6, lines 11-15 and field in the records). 

With respect to claim 12, Knutson teaches a first generator, operably linked 
through a first interface to one or more associated first type components for invoking at 
least one first type component to generate a report element of a first type and a 
database having at least one included components record, wherein said first and 
second generators each invoke at least one component in response to processing a 
selected one of the at least one included components records and the selected one 
included components record identifies the at least one first and second type 
components to be invoked (text generation, the first generator, from data within the 
report generation subsysyem via a tool for creating reports which employs a GUI: col. 6, 
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lines 62-67, col. 7, lines 1-10; also see figs 6-12; also col. 15, lines 63-65 and the report 
generator of the DAI subsystem received the data and when a user's analyst is used to 
select definition or elements in the system. Report generator makes a metadata report 
to return the set of segments and the additional information to guide the report 
generator having a selection of a choice for a graph to be produced: col. 15, lines 62-67 
and col. 16, lines 1-54; and database resin server computers: col. 4, lines 30-32). 

Knutson teaches the creation of reports from the Graphical User Interface from 
which the report generator received data from DAI system and generates output that it 
may specify such as text, graphs or tables as appropriate output. That is, the report 
generation has a selection of choice for creating of graph (col. 16, lines 40-50). Knutson 
does not explicitly teach a second generator, operably linked through a second interface 
to one or more associated second type components for invoking at least one second 
type component to generate a report element of a second type. 

However, Bleizeffer teaches graph generator generating graphic report format via 
Graphical User Interface (GUI) and report creator (col. 6, lines 61-67 and col. 7, lines 1- 
38; also see fig. 3 and fig. 5). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Knutson with the 
teachings of Bleizeffer so as to obtain the graph generator generating the desired 
graphic format report via GUI. The motivation being to allow user to made decisions 
based on the generating a report. 
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With respect to claim 13, Knutson teaches wherein the invoked at least one first 
and second type components generate their respective report element from data 
acquired from a collected data record that is associated with the selected one included 
components record (the relational database including a plurality of records from which 
the report generator retrieved data record and generated an output report format: col. 5, 
lines 32-38 and col. 6, lines 11-15). 

With respect to claim 14, Knutson discloses wherein the generated report 
elements are adapted to be combined with a report template file that is associated with 
both the collected data record and selected one included components record (using the 
template in order to specify the creation of a graphic report: col. 16, lines 38-50). 

With respect to claim 15, Knutson teaches wherein the report template file 
includes at least one of: at least one constant information section, at least one first type 
information field, and at least one second type information field, wherein at least one 
first type and at least one second type information field receive the generated at least 
one first and second type report elements (in display area containing a list of 
information, analysts within a selected folder and Time Interval field are constant 
information section and options of generating of report: col. 17, lines 32-67 and col. 18, 
lines 1-56). 

With respect to claim 16, Knutson teaches wherein the one or more first type 
component generates a graph element, and the one or more second type component 
generates a text element (col. 5, lines 12-18 and lines 58-64, col. 6, lines 11-15 and col. 
16, lines 8-12). 
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With respect to claim 17, Knutson teaches a variable definitions database for 
providing first and second type element information to the first and second type 
components (col. 5, lines 12-18 and lines 58-64, col. 6, lines 1 1-15 and col. 16, lines 8- 
12; and also in display area containing a list of information, analysts within a selected 
folder and Time Interval field are constant information section and options of generating 
of report: col. 17, lines 32-67 and col. 18, lines 1-56). 

With respect to claim 18, Knutson teaches processing a first type included 
components section that identifies at least one type component and invoking the 
identified at least one first type component to generate at least one corresponding first 
type report element (text generation, the first generator, from data within the report 
generation subsysyem via a tool for creating reports which employs a GUI: col. 6, lines 
62-67, col. 7, lines 1-10; also see figs 6-12; also col. 15, lines 63-65); 

operably combining said generated first and second type report elements with a 
report template file that is associated with the first and second included components 
sections to generate the report (the report generator of the DAI subsystem received the 
data and when a user's analyst is used to select definition or elements in the system. 
Report generator makes a metadata report to return the set of segments and the 
additional information to guide the report generator having a selection of a choice for a 
graph to be produced: col. 15, lines 62-67 and col. 16, lines 1-54; and database resin 
server computers: col. 4, lines 30-32; and using the template in order to specify the 
creation of a graphic report: col. 16, lines 38-50). 
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Knutson teaches the creation of reports from the Graphical User Interface from 
which the report generator received data from DAI system and generates output that it 
may specify such as text, graphs or tables as appropriate output. That is, the report 
generation has a selection of choice for creating of graph (col. 16, lines 40-50). Knutson 
does not explicitly teach processing a second type included components section that 
identifies at least one second type component and invoking the identified at least one 
second type component to generate at least one corresponding second type report 
clement. 

However, Bleizeffer teaches graph generator generating graphic report format via 
Graphical User Interface (GUI) and report creator (col. 6, lines 61-67 and col. 7, lines 1- 
38; also see fig. 3 and fig. 5). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Knutson with the 
teachings of Bleizeffer so as to obtain the graph generator generating the desired 
graphic format report via GUI. The motivation being to allow user to made decisions 
based on the generating a report. 

With respect to claim 19, Knutson teaches wherein the act of operably combining 
includes: processing the report template file with a word processing program that 
retrieves the generated first and second type report elements (using the template in 
order to specify the creation of a graphic report: col. 16, lines 38-50). 

With respect to claim 20, Knutson teaches wherein the first and second type 
included components sections are part of a common included components record (the 
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relational database including a plurality of records from which the report generator 
retrieved data record and generated an output report format: col. 5, lines 32-38 and col. 
6, lines 11-15 and field in the records). 

With respect to claim 21 , Knutson teaches acquiring data from a collected data 
record that is associated with the report template file, wherein the generated report is 
based on the acquired data (col. 5, lines 32-38, col. 6, lines 11-15; using the template in 
order to specify the creation of a graphic report: col. 16, lines 38-50). 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh Ly whose telephone number is 703 306-4527 or via 
E-Mail: ANH.LY@USPTO.GOV . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM - 
4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene, can be reached on 703 305-9790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703 746-7239. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: Central Office (703) 872-9306 (Central Official Fax Number) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 

Drive, Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308- 

6606 or 703 305-3900. 



